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HSIEH CHIN FOR JULY 


We have already reported news from the January, February and March issues of Hsieh Chin, : 
the National Christian Council monthly periodical published in Shanghai. The numbers for April, 
May and June have not arrived, but the July number has just been received, Incidentally, begin- 
ning with the February number, this 40 to 50 page magazine has printed on its front page ‘‘For 
Free Distribution.’’ How the printer's bill is being paid is not stated, 


The July number stresses three main topics; the Draft Constitution, the National Christ... 
Conference, and the story of pioneer missionary Gutzlaff’s political activities, In addition Marcus 
Cheng's The Essence of Christianity is continued with chapters 8 and 9, on The Family, and on 
Nation and Society. An insert of four pages continues the printing of Rinden’s pictures on the 
Life of Christ, bringing the total of such reprints now up to 32 pages, The inserts are detachable 
so that they can be brought together and bound as a pictorial life of Christ. They are printed on 

tter quality paper than the rest of the magazine, 


The section on the Draft Constitution begins with ten pages reprinted from the secular press, 
explaining and extolling this document, That is followed by three pages of short commendations 
of the Constitution by the following church leaders; Michael Chang, Episcopal Bishop of Fukien 
and Chairman of the Three Self Reform Committee for Fukien, Sung Lien-jen, Vice-chairman of 
the Chungking Reform Committee, Niu Chih-fang, Executive Secretary of the Chekiang Diocese 
of the Episcopal Church, Wan Fu-lin, Director of the Hupeh Synod of the Church of Christ in 
China, Wu Huan-hsin, Chairman of the Tsingtao Reform Committee, Hsu Shih-ch'i, member of | 
the Nanchang Reform Committee, Wei Ju-lin, Vice-chairman of the Nanchang Reform Commit- 
tee, and further identified as a 77-year-old pastor, and Liang I-fu, Executive Secretary of the 
Shansi Reform Committee. | 


The above identification of Niu Chih-fang as Executive Secretary of the Chekiang Diocese 
is of interest, That is not a title ordinarily found in the Episcopal Church, and would seem to be 
a substitute for a bishop, It will be remembered that the Bishop of this diocese, Kimber Den, is 
now in prison. It would seem that there has been plenty of time since his arrest for the election 
and installation of a new bishop if they had wished to do so, Does the Chekiang Diocese still 
consider Kimber Den their bishop? If so they have not followed what can be called the usual 
practice in the churches of depriving of office and ministerial credentials anyone who has fallen 
foul of the government. Niu Chih-fang’s appointment was made at the beginning of 1953, as 
reported in our May 24, 1954, Bulletin, and the fact that it has continued so long would seem to 
indicate that there is no intention of electing a successor to Kimber Den, 


The second subject of major concern in this issue, the National Christian Conference, has 
been dealt with elsewhere in this Bulletin, Fifteen church leaders make short statements about 
the Conference, and consequently they are all of a general nature. 


The third subject is the pioneer missionary Kar] Gutzlaff. Tang Ying, the librarian of the 
National Christian Council, writes an eight-page article about his life and activities, following 
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up his previous ‘*debunking*’ of the Morrisons, father and son, T'ang writes in a more tempera t 
spirit than Marcus Cheng and some other radical souls, But of course the purpose of the aicie . 
to stress all the political connections which Gutzlaff ever had, and then make the deduction tha 


these represent his real purpose in coming to China, 


In addition to these main emphases in the July Hsieh Chin, there is also a short article trans- 8 | 
lated from the Russian, ‘‘Christian Conscience and Gas Warfare.’*’ This was written by Alexander : 
P’u-lieh-fu, who is described as the Executive Secretary of the Baptist Churches of Russia. “g 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE IN PEKING =~ \ a 

The Three Self Reform Committee held its second full session in Shanghai May 17-22. One on 
of its decisions was to call a national Christian conference to meet in Peking the latter part of the 
July. Y. T. Wu comments on this decision in a July number of Tien Feng, and this is copied in 
the July Hsieh Chin. He says, ‘*The purpose of the conference is to sum up the experience of the CI 
Three Self Reform Committee during the past four years, to unite all country-loving church- —_ 
loving Christians in support of the three-self objectives, and to set up a formal organization for 
national Christian leadership.*’ He goes on to characterize the conference as a great historical Fa 
occasion, the first national Christian gathering since liberation and since the church has been of 
freed of imperialistic influences, the first in the history of the Chinese church when there will not to 
be foreigners present to dictate and control. ‘‘For this opportunity we praise and thank God, and na 
also pray that He will lead the conference to successful accomplishment,"’ Ya 

**The Reform Movement has already accomplished much, Imperialistic connections have a 


now been broken, thus closing a history of more than a hundred years of the control of the Chinese 
Church by imperialistic influences, Chinese Christians now stand together with their fellow om 
Chinese to labor for the construction of their country, For more than a hundred years missionaries 
have perverted the Scriptures and corrupted the thinking of Chinese Christians until the latter had 
become unwitting slaves of imperialistic thought, Now during the last four years, as a result of pa 
the large scale denunciation movement, of the patriotic studies, and of the recognition of the 
constructive nature of our government, Christians have come to see the dangers inherent in imperi- ; 
alistic thought, and have been liberated in their thinking. The Three Self Movement has | ( 
the church and brought it new life, making it possible for Christians to understand more deeply 
teachings of Jesus and to bear effective witness thereto,"’ 


This conference has now been held. We have as yet no reports from the Christian point of ee 
view, but an NCNA news despatch from Peking of August 6 reports it as follows: 
The first National Christian Conference closed with a thanksgiving service in the Congre- = 
gational Church here this afternoon, The Reverend S, T. Yang, who delivered the sermon, 
stressed the close unity achieved among the 232 leaders of Protestant churches and organizations 13 
attending the conference, He expressed his hope that this unity would be spread among al! the we 
church-members in the country, the 
The 16-day conference was attended by representatives of Christians in various areas, A bei 
national Committee of 150 members was elected to guide the movement of independence in Ch 
administration, support and propagation of the Gospel of the Christian churches in China. per 
The committee members include Y. T. Wu, Bishop Robin T. S. Chen, Marcus Cheng, 
Bishop Z. T. Kaung, Wu Yi-fang, and the Reverend H. H. Tsui. SC. 
Y. T. Wu, Chairman of the former national committee of the churches in China for the = 
realization of independent administration, support, and propagation of the Gospel, made a report 
on the work of the committee in the past four years, He said that the Chinese Christian Churches cit 
had in the main rid themselves of undesirable imperialist influences, The patriotic movement of en 


independence for the Chinese churches, initiated by 1,527 leaders of Christian churches and 
organizations and church members in 1950, had drawn in over 400,000 church members. 

The Christians had actively taken part in various patriotic movements in the past four years, 
he reported. They had donated for the Chinese People’s Volunteers in Korea, and taken part in 
the construction of the country, Many had become model workers. A number were elected to 
the people's congresses at various levels, In Shanghai alone, 15 Christians were elected to the 
district people's congresses, As lovers of peace, the report said, the Chinese Christians had 
signed their names to the Stockholm Peace Appeal, 

The report stressed the freedom of religious belief in New China and the ‘‘unprecedented 
unity"’ prevailing among the Chinese Christian churches, It was this unity, Y. T. Wu said, 


up 
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hich made possible the convening of the National Christian Conference, the first ever held by 
] e Chinese Christians themselves, The discord and disunity which prevailed among the different 
nominations in former days had now disappeared, 
The conference unanimously passed a resolution approving the Draft Consitution, The 
second resolution says that the Chinese people will not allow the U.S, to occupy Taiwan, which 
“a is an integral part of China's territory, ‘The liberation of Taiwan is China's internal affair, 
and the Chinese Christians, together with the rest of the Chinese people, will struggle for it, 
it adds, 
The resolution then calls upon the Christians to maintain high vigilance against attempts 
to use Chinese Christianity for the aims of U.S. imperialism. 
‘As Christians, we firmly oppose war, support world peace and demand the banning of 
’ atomic weapons, All Christians in China will speak out for justice, will actively take part in 
the great movement to preserve world peace,*’ the resolution concludes, 


CHINA'S RESPONSE TO THE WEST 


This book (Harvard University Press, 1954, $6.75), produced by Ssu~yu Teng and John K. 
Fairbank, is a documentary survey of Chinese thinking during the period from 1839 to 1923. Most 
of the book consists of direct translation from Chinese writers, from Lin Tse-hsu's Moral Advice 
to Queen Victoria in 1839, including Feng Kuei-fen, Li Hung-chang, Liang Ch’i-ch’ao, and 
numerous other writers reacting to the West, and closing with selections from Hu Shih and Sun 
Yat-sen, I should judge that there is not more than about Io or 15% of interpretative and intro- 
ductory material, In spite of the rather miscellaneous nature of the contents, the book has a 
real unity, the unity of an age-old and ingrown civilization being rudely awakened by the im- 
pace of Western civilization, The main concern is with political, economic and social issues, 
and the impact of Christianity upon China, while not neglected entirely, is not given much space, 
This however is probably not due to any bias of the authors, but because the Chinese authors used 
paid little attention to the missionary enterprise, 
The selections are well made, and all have a real interest for the student of China, There 
1. is a Research Guide ($4.00) which is printed separately and gives the scholarly notes that might 
Garon by the more serious student. But for the average reader this book will be sufficient 
> : out the Research Guide and is well worth careful reading and study. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Dr. Tseo Ping-yi, formerly Professor of Theology in Nanking Theological Seminary, and 
more recently professor in Marcus Cheng’s Chungking Theological Seminary, died of apoplexy 
late in May. He was Moderator of the Church of Christ in China about 1947 or 1948. 

The East Gate Baptist Church in Meihsien, Kuangtung, held a baptismal service on June 
13, the second since reopening after being closed for the land redistribution. 35 men and two 
women were baptized. Each one testified to his religious experience in this service. One of 
the two women baptized stated that before she became a Christian she and the other woman 
being baptized were such enemies that they would not speak to each other, But since becoming 
Christians they have both had a change of heart and are now good friends. The ages of these 37 
persons ranged from 21 to 75 years. They are mostly farmers, The pastor there is Wang Shou-wan, 


SCHOOL NEWS 
College entrance examinations were scheduled to be held simultaneously in 77 different 
: cities throughout China July 15-18. The Ministry of Higher Education has announced plans to 
accept 90,505 new students, fo be divided by subjects as follows; 
Technology 37% Agriculture 4 Political Science 2 
Education 28 Forestry I Physical Ed, I 
Medicine 10 Arts 8 Fine Arts 1/2 
Science 6 Economics 2 


China People’s University in Peking graduated 2,150 students in July. This University, set 
up especially for workers and peasants, was established in 1950. During the past year it had an 
enrolment of 7,000, 


Chang Chien of the Ministry of Education reported on progress in general education in the 
4 D 15 People’s Daily. An NCNA news despatch summarizes his article in part as follows: 


